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JESSICA AND JASON Minard work together to clean up the outside
Wodnesday, The Minards ace

Volunteers getting homes
ready for new owners

By LINDA WOODLAND
MANAGING EDITOR

On a beautiful crisp Wednesday evening, people are raking leaves,
pulling weeds and sweeping sidewalks while others are busy making
a clean sweep from the inside for some major spring cleaning.

Not an uncommon site for ane of the first decent evenings to take
place recently in Fostoria.

What is uncommon is that these people were not working on
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{EW YORK (AP) — Authori-
say a woman who jumped to her
1 inside a busy New York City
| landed on a teenager, causing
ries that sent him to a hospital.
[he lower level of the Queens
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of volunteers cleaned up a winter's worth of debris from inside and
outside the two-story, three-bedroom 1,476 square-foot home that
was constructed at the turn of the century, long before the underpass
it towers over was built.

Nan Schuett of Fostoria was among the volunteers. She explained
her grandson Josh, who was on Easter break from his school in Man-
sfield, was in Fostoria for a visit so she brought him along to help.
The 10-year-old wasted no time getting down to business sweeping
the seil left behind on the sidewalk after his grandmoth raked
leaves and debris across it.

The Schuetts were donating their time to a Habitat family who
will need to put in 500 sweat-equity hours in order to purchase &
home through Fostoria Area Habitat for Humanity.

According to a Habitat fact sheet, through volunteer labor and
donations of money and materials, the non-profit organization builds
and rehabilitates houses with the help of partner families. Habitat
houses are sold to these families at no profit and financed with

ffordable Inans. The | 3 thly mortgage p
are used to build more Habitat houses,

Also volunteering their time to the Center Street project was
Phriil;:rld the three Fostoria Habitat families — Jason and Jessica

The young Fostoria couple were putting in sweal equity hours
that will count towards a home they hope to one day own.

The Minards and their three children are living in a rental that
has been put on the market for sale. The Minards put in 20 volunteer
hours before they became a partner family and they were closing in
on logging a total of 20 more hours Wednesday night.

As Jason lugged rolls of worn carpet out of the house and to
a dumpster parked alongside the small 45- by 93-foot lot, Jessica
feverishly attacked weeds along the house's foundation.

The Minards have three children under the age of 10 and are
uncertain of where they will live if their rental is sold before a Habitat
home is ready for them.

“My husband just got laid off from Honeywell,” she said, tugging
on yet another stubborn root. Jessica, who works as an aide for
the WSOS program at Longfellow, said her seasonal job is grant-

"Sa you never know if the money will be there next year,” she
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The teen's stepbrother says
noz was briefly knocked uncon-
yus and has a large gash on his
id. Queens District Attorney
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Mevertheless, she is excited at the prospects of one day owning
her own home.

And even though the Center Street house she and her husband
are working hard to prepare for habitation will most likely nat be
their home, Jessica is not rtened.

i;[ look at it as I'm working for my own house someday,” she
said.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Fostoria Area Habital for Humanity is aliwaps
in need of volunteers. To help, contact Habitat for Humanity by
calling 419-435-2844.
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of a Fostoria Area Habitat for Humanity home at 501 E. Center St.
of their pwn Habitat home someday.

JOSH SCHUETT sweeps the sidewalk at a Fostoria Habitat

for Humanity house at 301 E. Center St. Wednesday evening,

The 10-year-old from Mansfield was on spring break visiting

his grandparents, and joined his grandmother, Nan Schuett, in
volunteering their time as sweat equity hours for & Habitat family.
A Habitat family needs 500 sweat-equity hours, 40 percent of which
can be worked by others and donated back to the family, in order to

purchase a home.
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Fostoria Area

Habitat for Humanity

Fostoria Area Habitat for s always in need of vol Listed
below is the times and location for this month's work days:
LOCATION DATE TIME
301 E. Center St. April 15 5- 8 p.m.
301 E. Center St. April 18 8am.to12p.m.
301E CenterSt.  April 22 5.8 p.m.
301 E. Center 5t. April 25 Ba.m.to 12 pm.
301 E. Center 5t. April 29 5-8 p.m.

To volunteer, call 419-435-2844,
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